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Te Niwha Symposium 2022 – Values workshop.  Turangawaewae Marae 

We will hold an online information session on 
17 July 2024 – more information on our website: 
teniwha.com 

 

Should you have any pātai (questions) please 
don’t hesitate to contact us: 

Te Niwha, Infectious Diseases Research Platform 
Email: teniwha@otago.ac.nz 

https://www.teniwha.com/events/summer-studentships-and-scholarships-virtual-information-session
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Nau mai Haere mai – Welcome  

Teenaa koe, 

 

Te Niwha is the Infectious Diseases Research Platform that was established in 2022. Our Vision 
is to ensure that Aotearoa, New Zealand’s response to current, ongoing and emerging 
infectious disease threats is characterised domestically and internationally as strong, 
prepared and unified. 

To fulfil this Vision, our Mission must therefore ensure that our Aotearoa, New Zealand has 
world-class research capability to support our preparedness for current and future infectious 
disease challenges.   

By developing bespoke approaches to enhance partnerships between the community, 
research, and science, we aim to build and coordinate domestic research capability to 
succeed in our mission.   

Te Niwha is funded by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment and hosted in 
partnership by The Institute of Environmental Science and Research (ESR) and the University 
of Otago. 

Whatever the stage of your research career journey we believe if it is supported well 
alongside your dedication and motivation, a great contribution will be made to Aotearoa, 
New Zealand.   

Inside this guide you will find information about the Summer Studentship and how to apply.  
We also have included Te Niwha key documents to help you write your application.  Should 
you require support – please reach out to our team. 

 

Kia kaha tatou, 

 

 

Te Pora Thompson    &   Distinguished Professor Nigel French 

Director, Te Niwha           Chief Science Advisor, Te Niwha 
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Kia niwha te ngaakau 
ki te whakauu i ngaa mahi atawhai i te iwi 
Be brave and immoveable to do the best for the people. 

- Kiingi Taawhiao 

 

 

Our name: Te Niwha is drawn from this Tongikura of Kiingi Taawhiao.   
It encourages and reminds us all, to be steadfast in our shared pursuit of ensuring we build world-class 
research capability in Aotearoa, New Zealand for pandemic preparedness and emerging threats and current 
infectious diseases. 

We encourage our emerging infectious disease research leaders to be brave and immovable in their 
academic pursuits with these scholarships. 

 

People Leadership 
A distinguishing aspect of Te Niwha is our Kawenata (Charter).  The Kawenata contains our guiding principles 
and values and as such is embedded within all our mahi.  We are committed to building capability in research 
as is our Mission. 

Te Niwha will build capability across three key priority areas: Training, Collaboration and importantly our 
People.   

• For our People priority area – Te Niwha are investing in fifty (50) studentships, scholarships and 
fellowships to build world-class researchers.   

• Investing in Training Priorities – Across our lifetime, Te Niwha and our partners will deliver a range of 
workshops that will strengthen technical skill, support researchers to develop cultural confidence and 
build community connections. 

• Supporting Mahi Tahi Collaborations – Te Niwha will support the establishment and facilitation of 
research Mahi Tahi hubs across a range of disciplines and interests. 

 

Te Niwha Documents 
Over the following pages, you will find our Kawenata (Charter) and our Research Priorities Areas. Familiarise 
yourself with these.  They guide the mahi that Te Niwha does and what we invest in.  We have put these ahead 
of the information about the studentship as they will support you in submitting your application and help align 
to the Vision and Mission of Te Niwha.   
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Te Niwha Research Priority Areas 
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Te Niwha Mātauranga Excellence Domains 
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Overview: Te Niwha Summer Studentships 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Eligibility 
The Te Niwha summer studentship is designed to support students to undertake a brief research study, gain 
research skills, contribute to a current research project that is related to infectious diseases across a range of 
disciplines including Public Health, Medicine and Sciences. 

Student Selection 
Successful candidates will be in their final year of an undergraduate Public Health, Pharmacy or science related 
degree.  Te Niwha will also consider students in year 2-3 of Medicine.  Assessment will consider the students 
potential shown from study results, career aspirations, as well as the quality of their intended project and 
supervision. 

Student supervision 
Supervisors should be committed to supervising the student through to their completion, have exceptional 
infectious diseases research experience and academic supervision.  

Submission Assessment 
Summer studentship applications will be assessed by the Te Niwha Directorate and may be supported in their 
assessment by experts in the field. 

 

 

 
  

Description Detail 

Application Method Electronic submission 

Submissions closing 
date 

1 August 2024, 5 pm 

Tenure: 8 weeks during summer break 

Studentships on offer 
in 2024 

Māori Te Niwha Summer Studentships 

Pacific Te Niwha Summer Studentships 

Value: $ 8, 000 stipend per studentship 
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Kupu Tohutohu - Guidance 
This table provides guidance for each section. 

 

1. Student Information 
Here we are asking for your 
student details. 

 

- Please ensure the name you write here is your enrolled name. 
- We are asking for your email address and contact phone number. 
- You must select what research priority your studentship can be best categorised 

under.  Please refer to the Te Niwha Research Priority Areas if you are unsure. 
- Note the degree are you currently enrolled under and what year you are now. 
- We ask for Ethnicity because this is not always captured, and it is essential for Te 

Niwha to see where we are achieving equity and what support Te Niwha can 
additionally offer your project. 

- We ask for Iwi affiliation so that we may ensure we are supporting the aspirations 
of iwi and to acknowledge the leadership and whakapapa specifically. 

 
2. Summer Project 

Information 
- Tell us the name of your summer studentship project. 
- When will your project start and finish.  You have 8 weeks in which to complete 

your project. 
- If your project requires ethics approval, please let us know if you have this already 

or give us the date in which it will be obtained by. 
 

3. Supervisor Information Please note your supervisor’s name and their department.  If you have will have a 
secondary supervisor, please provide their details also.  Note it is not a requirement 
to have a secondary supervisor. At least one of your supervisors needs to be 
employed by a tertiary education organisation.  
 

4. Research Project 
Proposal 

Abstract – We ask you to succinctly describe your project in 250 words or less.  
 
Brief Review of field of the proposed project – We would like to know about the 
field/discipline of your proposed project.   
 
Proposed Project – Briefly tell us the details of your project.  What is it that you will be 
doing over the 8 weeks of your project. Include milestones – List the main points you 
aim to achieve during the 8 weeks.  
 
Research Interests – Tell us about you.  Why do you want to do this studentship?  Why 
a Te Niwha studentship?  What interests you about infectious diseases?  What are your 
future plans? 
 
 

5. Alignment to:  
- Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
- Te Niwha Mission 
- Te Niwha Charter 
- Pacific Peoples 

On page 5 of this guide is the Te Niwha Kawenata/Charter.  This Charter was 
developed with support and input across the sector.  It is essential that Te Niwha 
studentships align their project to the guidance of the Charter, Te Tiriti and the Te 
Niwha Mission.   
 
Please contact the Te Niwha team if you require support with this section. The virtual 
information session will also provide details for this section.  
 

6. Design Principles We ask here to consider the Te Niwha Principles and what the project currently has 
and what support is required.  There are no wrong or right answers here.  We want 
to genuinely understand what support you may need to complete your project 
successfully.   
 
Have a read through the Charter if you get stuck.  If you do get stuck – please ask 
your supervisor for support or feel free to contact the Te Niwha team. The virtual 
information session will also provide details for this section.  
 

  
 

 




